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Disclaimer 

Although Rivertech Environment and Cultural Heritage Services has taken all reasonable steps to ensure that 
an accurate report has been prepared, it accepts no liability for any injury, damages or loss incurred as a result 
of reliance placed upon the report and its contents. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Long-billed Corellas (cacatua tenuirostris) have created challenges for the Horsham Rural City Council (Council) municipality over many years. The severity 

of the problem has fluctuated and a number of control methods have been adopted by different parties within the municipality over the past two decades.   

The following Corella Management Plan outlines a number of options available to the community and Council to manage Corella damage and makes 

recommendations as to a seasonal course of action to reduce Corella issues within the community.  The management options and recommendations are 

intended to provide a platform for Council staff, user groups of Council infrastructure and the community manage Corella issues throughout Horsham. 

IMPACT OF CORELLAS 
Corellas are an iconic part of the Wimmera landscape with flocks appreciated by many members of the community. However, as well as damaging crops, 

Corellas in Horsham cause damage to trees, buildings, recreational reserves and other assets.  An estimated average of $33,000 per year of damage to 

Council infrastructure is attributable to Corellas (see Appendix A).   

LEGAL STATUS 
Corellas are native wildlife protected under the Wildlife Act 1975.  It is illegal to wilfully disturb or destroy protected wildlife without approval.  Approval 

can be granted by DELWP in the form of an Authority to Control Wildlife (ATCW) enabling the permit holder to scare, disperse or destroy protected wildlife.  

However, it is DELWP policy that an ATCW applicant must try non-lethal control options before being able to apply for an ATCW for lethal control.  Lethal 

control is a last resort.   

A Governor in Council Order of 2 July 1996 declares Corellas “unprotected wildlife” in certain circumstances. Landowners or occupiers and committees of 

management are permitted to shoot corellas on their land, or recreational reserves, where Corellas are causing severe damage to trees, vineyards, 

orchards, recreational reserves, or commercial crops. 

If Council is to undertake activities that scare, disperse or destroy corellas by firearm, a populous place permit from Victoria Police is required as a large 

number of Council owned and managed assets affected by Corellas are in residential areas, public open spaces and thoroughfares. 

Trapping, gassing, poisoning and using birds of prey to control Corellas is illegal in Victoria.   

EXISTING CORELLA MANAGEMENT PLANS 
There are several “Management Plans” available from areas in eastern and western Australia in relation to Corella management.  However, closer reading 

suggests that none of these clearly articulate control methods and actions required specifically for Corella management. Several plans relate to other bird 

species that include other “cockatoo” species as well but were found to be lacking in useful detail. 

Whilst the intent of these plans was fairly uniform (in that bird control was the ultimate goal), ways to achieve this did not appear to be clearly identified or 

based on reliable data or experience.   

The intent of this plan is to reduce damage, particularly to Council buildings and assets, caused seasonally by Corellas. Damage caused will be benchmarked 

to determine the effectiveness of mitigation measures.        

The Victorian Department of Environment Land Water and Planning (DELWP) released Cockatoo management guidelines during mid-2018 (see Appendix B) 

that are relevant to Corella management. The DELWP guidelines reflect best practice and have informed this Plan. 

MANAGEMENT PLANNING FOR HORSHAM 
The Interim Corella Management Plan recommended Council identify other stakeholders/potential partners beyond Council managed land, who can 

collaborate and partner on a solution.  Based on this recommendation, engagement has occurred with the following key stakeholders / partners: 

Wildlife Management Expert(s) 
Ian Temby, Wildlife Management Consultant has been engaged to provide expert opinion and peer 
review of the draft recommendations. 

Department of Environment Land Water and 
Planning 

DELWP Guidelines adopted as a interim measure in lieu of a Council Corella Management Plan; DELWP 
to be consulted and asked to provide comments on the Corella Management Plan prior to the final 
draft version being prepared for adoption.  

Horsham Land Care group(s) 

 
Wimmera River Improvement Committee, Gary Aitken 

Coughlin Park Committee of Management 

 

A current participant in Habitat Manipulation Trials; To be approached regarding “salt shot” trials if 
another populace place permit is granted. 

Horsham Lawn Tennis Club A current participant in Habitat Manipulation Trials; potential participant in engineering controls. 

Wimmera CMA David Brennan, CEO 

Council officers Rob Moir, Rod Lawson, Chris Flood, John Martin, Lauren Coman. Martin Bride 

 

In preparation of this Plan it became evident that there is a lack of readily available data and there are gaps in information relating to Corella damage and 

specific behaviours of Corellas in Horsham. This makes development of this Corella Management Plan (Plan) difficult at this stage.  However it is understood 

that the Plan will be a ‘living document’ and the development of the Plan iterative as trends become evident and novel Corella damage management 

techniques emerge.   

Appendix C of the Plan sets out Council’s proposed program of Corella management activities (Corella Program).  This program was developed in 

collaboration with Council officers and stakeholders and informed by expert advice.     

A key component of the Corella Program is community engagement, with community involvement and ownership of some of the issues.  The community 

are important contributors to key outcomes of the Plan.  A successful Corella Program is reliant on community members reporting Corella movements and 

undertaking assigned actions to move Corellas on from key sites.  It is also very likely to provide a prime opportunity for those involved to discover that 
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these birds have character and are extremely intelligent and adaptable. And perhaps, through understanding, this can help change the community’s less 

than positive image of them. It is possible that some champions who support the birds may also emerge. 

Communication is a vital part of the Corella Program.  Communication needs to be on several levels.  A communications plan clearly identifying the nature 

of the problem and the reasons for the actions being used to resolve it should be prepared by Council for the community and local media.  A public meeting 

may be an effective way to understand concerns, enlist community assistance and ensure a broader understanding of Corella behaviours and management 

techniques. 

It is recommended that learnings from the previous season’s Corella Program update the Plan each year.  Success of the Plan will primarily be determined 

by a reduction in damage caused by Corellas to Council infrastructure.      

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS 
Corellas are an intelligent and long living bird that can adapt readily to environmental changes or challenges. Managing their impacts requires an integrated 

approach that makes use of a range of management options. 

Management options should be: achievable, targeted, strategic, informed, safe, humane, cost effective, and easily implemented by a diverse range of 

stakeholders. 

Management options should not be limited to a physical interaction (such as scare guns or lethal control), but should also consider changes to natural and 

built environments that attract and support populations of Corellas. 

Management measures in any management plan may include (but are not limited to): 

 Engineering solutions such as protection of assets through the inclusion of cable sheathing, bird spikes, light-gauge overhead wires and protective 

covers over sensitive equipment 

 Food minimisation techniques discouraging forging birds (and therefore lessening the on-ground damage) 

 Lethal control by shooting 

 Non-lethal control by shooting towards the birds using bird fright cartridges 

 Scaring devices such as gas scare guns, drones, big-eye bird scarers.  

 Community engagement with a focus on education and acceptance 

Refer to Appendix B for detail as to these management options. 

EMERGING TECHNIQUES 

Emerging management techniques include: 

 Anecdotal evidence suggests insecticide applications may reduce damage 

 Habitat manipulation (food source minimisation). Trial of chemical application regimes are currently underway to reduce food source at two 

recreation venues 

 Use of rock salt instead of lead/steel shot in shotgun ammunition.  Trials as to the effectiveness of this method are currently underway and are to 

continue in over the periods of high-activity 

 

CONCLUSION 

No management option alone is likely to be wholly effective, but integrated with other options, may prove to be effective against an animal that is classed 

as a “learning bird” proven to be adaptive (and responsive) to previous attempts at management. Council’s Plan should be adaptive and new control 

measures introduced into the Plan toolkit when they are identified. 

Habitat manipulation including reducing the attraction for foraging birds should be part of the integrated approach. Food source manipulation in particular 

should be considered and would be a tool for Council and user groups to embrace to protect their assets. 

Success of the Plan will primarily be determined by a reduction in damage caused by Corellas to Council infrastructure and the costs incurred as a result of 

the damage.    Success of the Plan will be heavily reliant upon stakeholders maintaining a commitment to the actions identified in the Plan that fall into their 

area of responsibility. 

Council should consider finding a research partner to work with to carry out emerging techniques and conduct trials in Horsham as to effectiveness.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that Council: 

1. Immediately adapt engineering solutions (such as covers, armoured cable or bird spikes) to new projects as appropriate and provide education to the 

building community as to engineering solutions that minimise Corella damage. 

2. Explore the option of retrofitting engineering solutions to infrastructure that is frequently damaged. 

3. Undertake an assessment seasonally to determine flock densities, locations, feeding habits and food sources. 

4. Develop an annual key stakeholder and community engagement process to better understand the issues. 

5. Continue to seek alternatives to lethal control methods of Corellas. 

6. Explore opportunities to engage State Government and other partners in their Corella control planning, especially any opportunities for a collaborative 

study or research project into Corella management.  

7. Capture data in relation to Corella damage and management of Corellas. 

8. Capture learnings from the previous season’s Corella Program and update the Plan each year.   
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APPENDIX A – ESTIMATED COST CORELLA CAUSED DAMAGE IN HORSHAM 
 

The following table sets out the damage caused by Corellas in Horsham and an estimate of cost of repairs, replacement and clean up.  This data has not 

been specifically collected in the past.  Estimates are provided where actual costs are not able to be obtained. 

 

Location 2016-2017 Cost 2017-2018 Cost 2018-2019 Cost 

Lighting City Oval  Nil -  Chewed wiring $12,000 Nil -  

Shade sails Chewed holes in sails $2,000 Chewed holes in 
sails 

$3,000 Chewed holes in sails $2,000 

Bike paths Chewed up seal $750 Chewed up seal $1,000 Chewed up seal $750 

Old Ambulance Station Radio 
Tower 

 -   -  Wifi aerial wiring 
chewed beyond 
repair 

$2,500 

City Oval Turf and wicket repair $1,500 Turf and wicket 
repair 

$2,000 Turf and wicket 
repair 

$1,500 

River Frontage Turf repair $750 Turf repair $1,000 Turf repair $750 

Coughlin Park Turf and wicket repair $1,500 Turf and wicket 
repair 

$2,000 Turf and wicket 
repair 

$1,500 

Minor Reserves Turf repair $750 Turf repair $1,000 Turf repair $750 

Sawyer Park Turf repair $1,500 Turf repair $2,000 Turf repair $1,500 

Sunnyside Park Turf and wicket repair $1,500 Turf and wicket 
repair 

$2,000 Turf and wicket 
repair 

$1,500 

Racecourse Reserve Turf repair $1,000 Turf repair $1,500 Turf repair $1,000 

Cornell Park Turf repair $750 Turf repair $1,000 Turf repair $750 

Trees and Shrubs – City Centre Defoliate $2,000 Defoliate $3,000 Defoliate $2,000 

Trees and Shrubs – River 
Frontage 

Defoliate $4,000 Defoliate $5,000 Defoliate $4,000 

Trees and Shrubs – Street Trees Defoliate $3,000 Defoliate $4,000 Defoliate $3,000 

Trees and Shrubs – Botanic 
Gardens 

Defoliate $4,000 Defoliate $5,000 Defoliate $4,000 

 TOTAL: $25,000 TOTAL: $45,500 TOTAL: $27,500 

 

 

  



 

6 
 

APPENDIX B - “GUIDELINES FOR REDUCING COCKATOO DAMAGE”  
 

BY THE STATE OF VICTORIA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, LAND, WATER AND PLANNING 2018
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APPENDIX C - COUNCIL’S CORELLA MANAGEMENT PROGRAM  
 

Services Council provides in relation to Corella Management: 

 Coordination of engagement of key stakeholders and the community 

 Coordination of actions in the program 

 Capture of Horsham specific Corella data 

 Provision of education in relation to Corella behaviour (supported by expert advice) 

 Watching brief on emerging Corella management control techniques 

 Clean up of Corella damage on Council property and in municipal places  

 Food source management on Council’s assets 

 Repair and replacement to Council’s buildings and assets 

 

WHEN ACTION RESPONSIBLE 

 
October  
 

 
Council develops a communications plan for the community and local 
media.  
 
Council prepares for Community Meeting in December. 
 

 
Manager Regulatory Services, Council 

 
Corella Season starts 
(usually late November – 
December – depends on 
seasonal conditions) 

 
Council undertakes an assessment (see Appendix D) at start of season 
to determine flock densities, locations, feeding habits and food 
sources. 
 
Council to facilitate Community Meeting in December: 

 Community and key stakeholders invited 

 Education as to Corellas and Corella behaviour 

 Education as to management methods 

 Input from community as to Council’s start of season 
assessment  

 Management Measures agreed  

 Actions delegated 
 
Media in relation to meeting circulated 

 

 
Council to facilitate 
Wildlife expert to advise and educate 
Community assists with execution of program 

 
December 
 

 
Budget bid made for following financial year for any initiatives 
requiring funding. 
 

 
Manager Regulatory Services, Council 

 
January  

 
Community Meeting 

 Report on actions 

 Interim report on damage 

 Management Measures revisited (if required) 
 

 
Council to facilitate 
Wildlife expert to advise  
Community assists with execution of program 

 
Corella Season finishes 
(usually February – March 
again depends on seasonal 
conditions).  Within 4 
weeks of end of Corella 
Season: 

 
1. Create online survey and assess responses 

 
2. In collaboration with stakeholders, update Corella Management 

Plan with learnings from season 
 

3. Provide a report on Corella season to Council: 
 

 Actions taken 

 Damage assessed 

 Management Measures evaluated 
 
4. Updated Plan circulated to stakeholders 

 

 
Manager Regulatory Services, Council 

 
April – October  
 

 
Conduct at least one education seminar on building design and 
maintenance, both external to Council and internal. 
  
Create online survey and assess responses as to seminar 
 
Develop (or maintain) partnerships and maintain a watching brief on 
emerging novel Corella management techniques 
 

 
Manager Regulatory Services, Council  
with input from subject matter expert 
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APPENDIX D – CORELLA BEHAVIOUR ASSESSMENT TEMPLATE  
 

 
Action 

1 What is the distribution area of Corella flocks in Horsham? 

 

 

 

2 Estimation of flock numbers 

 

 

 

3 Roosting locations and times  

 

 

 

4 What food sources are they eating? 

 

 

5 When and where are they most active? 

6 What damage are they causing?  Is it real or perceived? 

7 Are there any roosting or feeding areas that do not have a negative impact on the community? 

8 Any other observations? 

 

 


