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Wimmera Councils to 
advance gender equity 

HRCC says NO to family violence 

 
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday 17 December 2018 - 5.30pm 
Civic Centre, Roberts Ave

Four Wimmera Councils have received Victorian Government 
funding to improve the way they engage with the public so that a 
diversity of women’s voices are better heard.

Horsham Rural City Council (HRCC) was successful in applying 
for the Free from Violence Local Government Grants scheme and 
will partner with the neighbouring Shires of West Wimmera, Hind-
marsh and Yarriambiack to deliver the gender equity in communi-
ty engagement project. 

HRCC Chief Executive Officer Sunil Bhalla said the 12-month 
project would provide greater community participation in local 
planning and decision making processes. 

“This project will lead the auditing and review of HRCC and part-
nering Councils current community engagement processes, in-
cluding Council committees to identify broader community repre-
sentation,” Mr Bhalla said. 

“Wimmera Councils are committed to improving and strengthen-
ing community engagement so that all of our community, particu-
larly women and girls, can participate.

 “It is important that we all work together to increasing awareness 
and develop a greater understanding in community engagement 
of how gender inequality can lead to violence against women.

“Gender inequality is the root cause of family violence and strate-
gies that promote positive, equal and respectful relationships can 
help to prevent violence against women.

Mr Bhalla said preventing family violence was a key part of 
HRCC’s Health and Wellbeing Policy.  

“We recognise that men and women have different access to re-
sources, power responsibilities and life experiences,” he said.

“Therefore different strategies and engagement methods are nec-
essary to address this disadvantage and achieve equal outcomes 
for all our community.”

The Gender Equity in Community Engagement project is fund-
ed via the State Government’s Department of Health and Human 
and Services. 

Council has designed “say no to fam-
ily violence” bumper stickers as part 
of  White Ribbon’s 16 Days of Activism.  

The message will be displayed on Coun-
cil’s corporate and operations vehicles.  

“The Wimmera has one of the highest 
rates of family violence in the state,” 
Mayor Mark Radford said. 

“These statistics are alarming and Council 
is taking a stand.  What we want to say very 
clearly to our community is that any form 
of violence is completely unacceptable. 

“Family violence is everyone’s respon-
sibility and we need to involve everyone 
in the conversation if we are to turn the 
statistics around,” he said.

The 16 Days of Activism started last 
Friday (International Day for the Elim-
ination of Violence Against Wom-
en) and ends on 10 December which 
is International Human Rights Day. 

Visit whiteribbon.org.au for more infor-
mation.
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