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Horsham Rural City Council is concerned about a growing num-
ber of complaints regarding obstructions on footpaths, kerbs and 
street corners.

“Recently the Council has received a number of reports regarding 
trade vehicles being parked illegally near building sites, causing 
obstruction to pedestrians and blocking parking bays for drivers,” 
Manager Regulatory Services Lauren Coman said.

“We are receiving reports about people using their own traffic 
cones to close off blocks of parking bays without permission. 

“Footpaths are constructed to provide a safe environment for all 
pedestrians and it is especially worrying to see the elderly, young 
school children and people with strollers having to avoid vehicles 
and equipment illegally blocking footpaths.”

Ms Coman said Council recognised that workers needed to restrict 
access to roadside areas and footpaths in order to complete con-
struction projects.

“Gaining a permit through the Council means that tradies can be 
assured that what they are doing is compliant and they are not 
legally exposed when things go wrong,” she said.

“We can also help with advice and planning for alternative access 
for pedestrians and drivers.

“Applying for a permit is a straightforward process and applications 
can be submitted on Council’s website.”

Ms Coman said the Community Safety Unit would step up its in-
spections in response to complaints. 

“The Council is committed to keeping local roads and footpaths 
throughout the municipality safe for the benefit of all residents, and 
the Community Safety Officers will continue to be vigilant to ensure 
the safety of pedestrians.”

“This also includes obstructions in commercial areas 
where A-frame signs and hoardings crowd footpaths. 

“There are many positive benefits enjoyed by the local commu-
nity through the promotion of footpath trading activities including 
increased activity and diversity of street life. But footpath trading 
requires Council approval which will only be permitted in circum-
stances where pedestrian access, community safety and amenity 
is not compromised.

“Community Safety Officers may impound articles such as A-frame 
notice boards and displayed goods immediately if they pose a 
threat or danger to the public.”

If you see a vehicle, construction equipment or other com-
mercial equipment that is illegally impeding a thoroughfare, 
contact HRCC’s Community Safety Unit on (03) 5382 9777. 

For more information visit hrcc.vic.gov.au and search local laws.

 
Applications for Horsham Rural City 
Council’s Community Grants Scheme 
will soon open for not-for-profit groups to 
deliver projects that directly benefit resi-
dents.

Clubs and organisations can apply for 
a share of the 2019-20 funding via the 
HRCC website from 28 January until 28 
February.  

The grants have been highly successful 
over the past 12 months with dozens of 
local projects worth $365,000 completed.

That included $1,752 for community radio 
station Triple H’s new outside broadcast 
unit.

Station technician Timothy Hobbs spent 
about a year designing and construct-
ing the custom-made unit which was 
launched last month with a program 
broadcast from Horsham’s Sunnyside Lu-
theran Rest Home. 

Station secretary Heather Farrell said Tri-
ple H was thankful for the financial sup-
port.  

“We successfully applied for a Council 
grant to build the transportation module 
to house the necessary equipment. The 
grant covered about two thirds of the 
cost,” Ms Farrell said. 

“We hope to be out and about connecting 
with the community a lot more in the near 
future.”

Mayor Mark Radford said grants of up to 
$10,000 were available for next year’s 
program.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The majority of successful applications 
range between $500 and $5,000 and are 
awarded to not-for-profit organisations 
that enhance the provision of activities, 
facilities or delivery of services to people 
in the Horsham municipality,” Cr Radford 
said.

“Applications are assessed against a 
range of criteria, including demonstrat-
ed need, level of community benefit and 
more”.

“I encourage community groups to plan 
their grant application early.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Read the guidelines, plan your project, 
and importantly speak with a Council of-
ficer, listed in the guidelines, about your 
application to ensure it meets the guide-
lines to give it every chance of success,” 
he said. 

To be eligible for funding, projects must be 
undertaken between 1 July 2019 and 30 
June 2020.  

To find out more visit www.hrcc.vic.gov.au 
or call Co-ordinator Community Relations 
and Advocacy Susan Surridge on 03 5382 
9776.

Community Grants applications opening soonFootpath and road 
obstruction reminder 

Judy Willmore, who has 15 years of service to Triple H, at the first outside broadcast.


