
Governance Rules Revisions 2023 
 

Table of Amendments  
(#Sections noted may vary slightly if additional amendments are included or removed) 

No. SECTION SECTION 
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AMENDMENT COMMENT 

1. Introduction Definitions Inclusion of a definition of ‘written’ Page 1 

2. Division 3 – 
Business of 
Meetings 

Councillor Reports 
and 
Acknowledgements 

New Section #22.1 - Councillors will have up to 3 
minutes each to provide their verbal / written 
reports and acknowledgements at any meeting 
fixed under Division 1. 
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3. Division 3 – 
Business of 
Meetings 

As above New Section #22.2 - Standing Orders need not be 
suspended during Councillor Reports and 
Acknowledgements. 
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4. Division 4 – 
Motions and 
Debate 

Introducing a Motion 
or an Amendment 

Section #27.6 - Additional wording for the 
seconder addressing the meeting – or reserve 
their right to address the meeting later in the 
debate. 
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5.  Division 4 – 
Motions and 
Debate 

Introducing a Motion 
or an Amendment 

Section #27.7 - Additional wording after the 
seconder has addressed the meeting – at that 
point, and then any other Councillor who wishes 
to speak – against the motion and then any other 
Councillor for or against the motion in turn. 
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6.  Division 4 – 
Motions and 
Debate 

Priority of Address New Section #38 - The Chair is entitled to speak 
for or against a motion, but must vacate the Chair 
if they wish to move or second any motion. Before 
vacating the Chair, the Chair must call on the 
Deputy Mayor to assume the Chair or if there is no 
Deputy Mayor (or if any Deputy Mayor is absent) 
must facilitate the election of a temporary Chair. 
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7.  Division 7 – 
Points of Order 

Dissent From Chair’s 
Ruling 

New Section # 53.3 - The Chair, having left the 
Chair is entitled to participate in the debate and 
vote on the dissent motion. 
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8. Division 8 – 
Public Question 
Time 

Question Time Section #56.4.2 - Amendment to ‘Public Question 
Time’ clause (allowing both lodging electronically 
and in hard copy to the same time) - placed in the 
receptacle designated for the purpose at the 
place of the meeting – or be lodged electronically 
at the advertised email address prior to 9am on 
the day of the Council meeting. 
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9. Division 8 – 
Public Question 
Time 

Question Time Section #56.8 – Remove Clause (No longer 
applicable) – Notwithstanding sub Rule 554.6, the 
Chair may refrain from reading a question or 
having a question read if the person who 
submitted the question is not present in the 
gallery at the time when the question is due to be 
read. 
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10. Division 8 – 
Public Question 
Time 

Question Time  New Section #56.8.10 – relates to an item on the 
agenda 
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11.  Division 10 - 
Voting 

No Discussion Once 
Declared 

Section #64.1 - Deleted some wording (which is 
no longer applicable) in the clause - a Councillor 
requesting, before the next item of business is 
considered, that their opposition to a resolution 
be recorded in the minutes. - or a register 
maintained for that purpose; or 
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