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With the final Wimmera Regional Multi-sport Precincts Feasibility Report now completed, phase two engagement was 
conducted with the State Sports Associations (SSA) and local associations and clubs.  The purpose of the discussions 
was to brief each stakeholder and user group on the proposed concept designs and site layouts for the three sporting 
precincts which include: 

 Dimboola Road Oval site

 Haven Recreation Reserve site

 Dudley W Cornell Park site

Each stakeholder was asked to provide further feedback on the concept designs and other technical information to be 
considered.  Letters of Support were requested from each SSA to support Council’s future funding advocacy work. 

The following provides a summary of the phase two engagement discussions held with each State Sports Association. 
Where applicable, feedback has been included in the final designs for the three sporting precincts.  Changes are noted 
at the end of each State Sporting Association summary. 

2.1 State Sports Associations 
Nine State Sporting Associations were consulted on the projects’ final concept designs and the distributed model 
recommendations. Below is a summary of their feedback and comments.  Four other State Sporting Associations were 
informed that due to cost constraints their sport was not included in the final design recommendations for the three 
sporting precincts. A total of 13 State Sporting Associations were consulted throughout the development of this 
project. 

2.1.1 Football Victoria 

Football Victoria is pleased to see some soccer provision included in the sports precincts.  However, they believe 
having multiple pitches at one location would be a better design outcome for soccer. 

Despite participation in Horsham being low compared to other parts of regional Victoria, Football Victoria believe that 
the lack of fit for purpose facilities and not having a stable home for soccer over many years has impacted the sports 
growth in the region. 

The have suggested three enhancements for the soccer facility provision, listed below. 

 Option 1 (Preferred) – Haven Recreation Reserve: Add a second full size pitch next to the one already shown.
Two pitches side by side, with a cricket pitch in the middle would enable use of facility year round.  i.e., Soccer
over winter and cricket over summer.

 Option 2 – Haven Recreation Reserve: Add a junior size pitch next to the senior size pitch.  This would encourage
junior programs including mini roos and also encourage informal participation for the broader community.  The
ability to cater for cricket may be constrained in this option.

 Option 3 – Dudley Cornell Park: Create a second smaller soccer pitch on the existing small oval.  By squaring off
the oval within the existing site, a junior pitch could be accommodated at minimal extra cost.  This would
further enhance the site’s ability to be a multi-use precinct.

The ideal scenario for Football Victoria would be Option 1 at Haven and Option 3 at Dudley Cornell.  This would create 
3 senior pitches and 1 junior pitch to enable growth of the sport across two sites. 

Response:  
The proposed concept plan for Haven reflects Option 1. 
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2.1.2 Basketball Victoria 

Basketball Victoria is supportive of the new indoor stadium design and site location.  Having a new compliant venue 
will support further growth of basketball in the region.  A compliant stadium would provide greater capacity to host 
regional events and tournaments that are currently spread across multiple venues. 

Basketball Victoria is pleased to hear that the local Horsham Basketball Association also supports the new location at 
Dimboola Road noting the alignment with Horsham College has benefits for the Basketball Academy and school use 
during the day. 

They would like to continue to be consulted on facility design as it progresses through the next planning stages. 

2.1.3 Netball Victoria 

Netball Victoria is supportive of the Indoor Stadium and Outdoor Netball Court concept design and proposed location 
at the Dimboola Road site.  They confirmed the mix of four indoor courts and four outdoor courts is a good design 
outcome for netball use.  They particularly like the ability for the outdoor netball courts to operate for competition 
and training independent of the indoor courts. Having separate amenities, storage and competition facilities is an 
important design feature.  A summary of the feedback is listed below. 

 Horsham City Netball needs a new home.  The Park Drive courts are not fit for purpose for the sport to grow at 
that location.  The new outdoor netball courts would be an ideal new home base. 

 Horsham City Netball has new office bearers on the committee who would have limited knowledge of this 
project.  A briefing to the club committee was recommended to broaden their understanding of the proposed 
facility. 

 The venue would be suitable for hosting regional events and association championships. 

 There would be significant interest for hiring courts for training from the Football/Netball clubs, potentially 
every night of the week. 

 The Wimmera region netball academy could be based at the new facility. 

 Opportunities for walking-netball during weekday catering for older adults. 

 Net Set Go programs would be better suited to the indoor courts. 

 Opportunities to offer netball coaching and development courses from the Indoor Stadium function room and 
having access to multiple courts. 

 Having external access to amenities was suggested for the further detailed design phase. 
 
Response: 

 Council officers have met with the President of the Horsham City Netball Association. 

 A briefing of the Association’s Executive has occurred. 

2.1.4 Volleyball Victoria 

Volleyball Victoria is supportive of the Indoor Stadium design and site location.  Having four indoor courts would 
enable the venue to host regional level events and tournaments, however specific design requirements must be 
considered to be fully compliant.  These requirements include: 

 The courts must have compliant line marking and post footings. 

 Court run-off distance must be compliant and not obstructed by barriers, walls or beams. 

 Sufficient storage must be provided for event equipment and referees’ stands. 
 
Suggestion provided to add volleyball footings and basketball backboards and rings to the outdoor courts for multi-
use.  Volleyball Australia has recently launched a strategy to increase provision of outdoor grass volleyball courts, as 
the sport finds it difficult to get access to indoor courts across many areas of Australia.  Basketball and netball tend to 
dominate most indoor stadium usage schedules. 

APPENDIX 9.6B
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2.1.5 Squash Victoria 

Squash Victoria was provided with an email update on the final design outcomes and confirmation that new squash 
courts were excluded due to cost constraints for the project. 

2.1.6 Little Athletics Victoria 

Little Athletics Victoria is supportive of the Dudley W Cornell site layout and acknowledge the proposed design is the 
most sustainable and affordable option for Council.  A summary of the feedback is listed below. 

 Appreciate the improvements of the facility as an investment in the sport of athletics for Horsham residents.

 Recognise the benefits of a multi-use sport precinct with cricket, soccer and athletics to activate the facility
more broadly.  See opportunities with cross promotion of Athletics with these other sport users.  A multi-
purpose facility also builds political capital to attract funding, provides secure tenure for sports clubs and
confidence to invest in other supporting infrastructure.

 Strongly supports the distributed model to strategically locate the provision of sports facilities in the north,
south and west of Horsham.  Developing the three sites will provide uplift to the surrounding communities and
drive greater access for community use.

 The linkages with schools adjacent or near the three sites is an advantage to activate the precincts in off peak
times (school hours).

 Support the grass track surface compared to synthetic.  Given the facility is used by community-based athletics
clubs and schools the grass track is a preferred design.  Evidence suggests running/training on grass is much
better for athlete development and injury protection, particularly among children.  The Oakleigh athletics all-
weather track was recently replaced with a grass surface.  With good drainage, grass tracks can be as weather-
proof as the rubber synthetic surface.

 The amount of sun in Horsham each year is a risk for more frequent renewal/replacement of synthetic tracks.
The track would need to be replaced every 7-10 years at a cost of $1.5 – 2 million, which may be cost prohibitive
to Council.  There is an argument that annual grass turf maintenance is more cost effective than synthetic track
maintenance and renewal over time.

 Horsham is an important regional location for Athletics.  The proposed Dudley Cornell development would
complement that athletics facilities in Stawell (synthetic), Ararat (Grass) and Hamilton (Grass) and enhance the
network of facilities for the sport in Western Victoria.

 They strongly encourage Council to keep the local Horsham Little Athletics club engaged and informed of the
plans for the future development of Dudley Cornell.

Response: 

 Council officers met with representatives of the Horsham Athletics Club.

2.1.7 Table Tennis Victoria 

Table Tennis Victoria was provided with an email update on the final design outcomes and confirmation that table 
tennis could be accommodated at the Indoor Stadium facility in the future if the local association would like to move 
from its existing venue. 

2.1.8 Cricket Victoria 

Cricket Victoria is supportive of the Wimmera Sports Precincts project and proposed site layouts.  They appreciated 
the early consultation on proposed redevelopment of the Dimboola Road oval and that Council is committed to an 
alternative oval for cricket use.  A summary of the discussion is listed below. 

 Discussion about alternate site options such as the Bailee Street oval (Horsham College), Haven Recreation
Reserve, Horsham Racecourse in-field and Taylors Lake oval.

 Discussion about Jung Tigers.  Stable club with three senior sides, four junior sides and a junior Blast program.
Jung Tigers will need a new home if Dimboola Road oval is redeveloped for other sports.

 More broadly cricket in Horsham is showing a downward trend with participation.  Since COVID all local clubs
are struggling for volunteers.
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 Cricket Victoria is focused on growing and supporting the growth of juniors playing cricket, as they are the 
future of the sport.  Alignment with school sites is a consideration for future oval locations in Horsham. 

 Cricket Victoria is willing to be involved in discussions with Council, local clubs and the association on future oval 
options and locations. 

 Cricket Victoria mentioned that the Australian Cricket Infrastructure Fund (ACIF) has grants available for clubs, 
associations, Councils and schools that may assist with cricket facilities within Horsham.  The encouraged 
Council consider the grants programs on offer. 

 
Response: 

 An initial meeting has been held with the President of the Horsham Cricket Association and the President of 
Jung Tigers cricket club. 

 A second meeting with both representatives was held 24 May and subsequent meetings will occur as required. 

2.1.9 Tennis Victoria 

Tennis Victoria is supportive of Haven Recreation Reserve being up-scaled to become the regional tennis site for 
Horsham.  A summary of the design improvement suggestions and other feedback is listed below. 

 Add lighting for the Tennis Courts to the concept plan so it is clearly shown. 

 Suggestion to move the Community Hub Pavilion closer to the Tennis and Soccer playing areas for better access 
for players and viewing for spectators. 

 Recommendation to ensure the 16 courts all have compliant run off distances, this may require some 
modifications to the existing 12 courts. 

 Recommendation to have a minimum of four courts and ideally eight courts constructed to International Tennis 
Federation standards.  This will significantly improve the facility’s ability to attract and cater for regional level 
events and tournaments. 

 Pavilion must include female friendly amenities and suitable-size social space. 
 
Tennis Victoria emphasised the importance of the getting the right governance model in place for the transition of 
clubs.  This will be delicate process that needs to be managed.  Tennis Victoria is willing and able to assist Council and 
the local tennis clubs with this process. 
 
Tennis Victoria would like to continue to be consulted on further design advice and decision making to ensure the 
facility can achieve regional standard. 
 
Response: 

 Indicative lighting is shown on the concept plan. 

 Community hub has been relocated on the concept plan. 

2.1.10 Hockey Victoria 

Hockey Victoria is supportive of the Dimboola Road location and are pleased a hockey pitch has been included in the 
mix of new facilities.  A summary of the feedback is listed below. 

 Supportive of the design of the hockey pitch and that lighting is included. 

 They were impressed with the linkage to the Indoor Stadium facility and the additional support facilities this 
provides for hockey usage. 

 They have a strong preference for a synthetic playing surface if funding was available.  However, they 
understand the cost constraint challenges for Council and would support a grass pitch if that was the only viable 
option. 

APPENDIX 9.6B
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2.1.11 Badminton Victoria 

Badminton Victoria is supportive of the Indoor Stadium concept design and proposed Dimboola Road location.  The 
four indoor courts (designed to netball standards) will comfortably fit 16 badminton courts, which elevates the facility 
to a regional standard for Badminton Victoria’s requirements.  They are very interested to be involved in the next 
stages of design of the stadium so the technical specifications for badminton can be considered to achieve optimum 
functionality for high level competitions and events. 

Badminton Victoria expressed a genuine willingness to bring regional/state level tournaments and events to Horsham 
if the facility can meet their design guidelines for high-level competitions.  These design requirements must include 
the following: 

 Minimum requirement for 16 courts with correct compliant line marking.  Badminton court lines must not be 
broken by other sport line markings and should be prominent for officials and players to clearly see.  Ideally 
badminton lines are the top set of lines on the courts for optimum visibility. 

 Natural lighting can be a major issue for competitions.  Any skylights in the ceiling or glazed walls of the stadium 
must have the technology to be fully covered with blinds so any natural light is “blacked out.”  

 Lighting positioning is a critical design element for badminton.  Light fittings must not directly overhang the 
badminton court areas as players are continuously looking up and play can be affected by the stadium lighting. 

 The roof must be 9 metres in height over the courts to attract higher level competitions.  A minimum roof 
height of 7 metres is required for normal competition standards. 

 Sprung floor surfaces are suitable for Badminton, however an alternative surface was suggested which is a 
rubber based option. Pulastic is an indoor cushioned synthetic floor for multi-purpose usage in a variety of 
applications. The 11mm thick Pulastic flooring provides excellent levels of comfort and safety for training and 
competition combined with good resistance to mechanical loads.  Pulastic has a longer life span and requires 
lower maintenance than wooden sprung flooring. 

 
The Badminton Victoria CEO will commence in his new role of Badminton Australia CEO in May 2023.  However, the 
CEO has offered to continue to be the contact point for this project for specialist advice and feedback during the 
future design stages. 

2.1.12 Australian Football League 

AFL Victoria was provided with an email update on the final design outcomes and confirmation that a new AFL oval 
was excluded due to cost constraints for the project.  Council is focused on delivering upgrades to the Horsham 
Recreation Reserve (City Oval) as the priority project for AFL in Horsham. 

2.1.13 Gymnastics Victoria 

Gymnastics Victoria was provided with an email update on the final design outcomes and confirmation that a new 
gymnastics facility was excluded due to cost constraints for the project. 

2.2 Letters of support 

Letters of Support from nine State Sports Associations have been included in Appendix 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 9.6B
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A total of seven project briefing meetings were conducted with local associations and clubs.  The participating groups 
included: 
 
Table 1: Local Associations and Clubs Engagement Participants 

Meeting 1 Meeting 2 Meeting 3 Meeting 4 Meeting 5 Meeting 6 Meeting 7 

Cricket All Sports Tennis Indoor/ 
Outdoor 
Stadium 
Users 

Hockey Squash Dudley 
Cornell Users 

Horsham 
Cricket 
Association 

Wimmera 
Regional Sports 
Assembly 

Wimmera 
Central Tennis 
Association 

Horsham City 
Netball 
Association 

Horsham 
Hockey Club 

Horsham 
Squash Club 

Horsham Little 
Athletics 

Jung Tigers 
Cricket Club 

 Central Park 
Tennis Club 

State Titles 
Officer (netball) 
– Wimmera 
region 

  Horsham 
Soccer Club 

  Haven Tennis 
Club 

Horsham 
Amateur 
Basketball 
Association 

  Colts Cricket 
Club 

   Horsham 
Badminton 
Club 

   

   Horsham 
Volleyball Club 
 

   

 

3.1 Meeting 1 Discussion Summary – Cricket Association and Jung 
Tigers Cricket Club 

Council Officers presented the concept plans for Dimboola Road oval which will result in Jung Tigers Cricket Club being 
re-located. There was general agreement and interest in exploring options for the relocation of the Club. It was agreed 
that this would the first conversation of many, as options are further explored. A summary of the discussions is listed 
below. 
  
Usage of City Oval 

 Issues with usage of City oval – most clubs do not have keys to the change rooms. 

 Cricket only has access to the oval for 3.5 months of the year. Access to the oval is always late in the season 
because of thatching works that occur to the oval. 

 Clubs have had to re-schedule games in past seasons to the Coughlin Park oval – it offers a better surface, larger 
oval and is less to hire. 

 There is a belief among some sports that City oval usage is AFL focused. 

 Planning is occurring to move junior games to evening timeslots – to showcase the games and to free up 
Saturday mornings. Options being considered are: U12, U14 and U16s being played in the evenings of Mon-Wed 
and Friday. 

 Concern that excessive cost of the oval limits ability to hire the oval to showcase junior games.  
 
Suitability of existing ovals 

 Coughlin Park has a good surface for cricket. 

APPENDIX 9.6B
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 City oval is narrow (north south) and does not meet regional standards. 

 Lighting of City oval is good. 

 Dudley Cornell is narrow and only suitable for club cricket. The smaller oval at Dudley Cornell has a hard surface 
and small size means it is only suitable for club cricket, but more suitable for U12 – U14s cricket. 

 Sunnyside oval is shared with Horsham Primary School and the wicket is often soft. 

 Dimboola Rd oval is a school oval. 

 Racecourse – issues with access, viewing options and shade for officials and spectators are concerns. 

 Baillie St oval –is just compliant but preferred for School use only. 

 Lutheran College – School oval, suitable only for lower age groups. 
 
Jung Tigers Cricket Club 

 Has growth in the junior age groups. 
 
Exploration of re-location options  

 City Oval – needs cricket nets for the site to be suitable for training. 

 Baillie St – oval needs to be larger and have clubrooms available. 

 Racecourse – issues with access, viewing options and shade for spectators and officials. 

 Taylor’s Lake (opposite Green Lake) – has all facilities but would limit access for people without transport. Some 
members of Jung Tigers have come from Taylor’s Lake. 

 Dudley Cornell - The small oval is hard and suitable only for junior age groups. The larger oval is narrow. Would 
not be able to schedule four Grades at the same facility. 

 Haven Recreation Reserve – would prefer this site and would be open to amalgamate with other clubs to form a 
Haven Sporting Club. Would recommend a concrete wicket. 

 
General Comments 

 City Oval seen as showcase oval – even with size limitations. Coughlin Park has a better playing surface but does 
not have suitable lighting. 

 Removal of oval at Dimboola Rd will put extra pressure on existing ovals that are barely up to standard for local 
level competition. 

 
Follow Up Meetings 

 Two meetings have been held with the Cricket Association and Jung Tigers and further discussions will occur to 
explore re-location options. 

 A two-stage process may be required for the re-location of the cricket club. Because of staging requirements, 
Jung Tigers will need to relocate from the Dimboola Rd site when the stadium is being constructed and possibly 
before a new oval is available at Haven Recreation Reserve. 

 Jung Tigers’ Cricket Club has provided a letter endorsing the recommendations of the feasibility study on the 
basis that the Club is provided support at an alternate location until a new oval is available at Haven, the site of 
a permanent home for Jung Tigers. (Appendix 2). 

 

3.2 Meeting 2 Discussion Summary – Wimmera Regional Sports 
Assembly (WRSA) 

Council Officers presented the concept plans for the sports precincts.  A summary of the discussion is listed below. 

 WRSA is supportive of the outcomes of the study for identified sports. 

APPENDIX 9.6B
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 Raised a question regarding any constraints with possible funding options – does the stadium have to be part of 
a refurbished building? (suggested this was a constraint with a previous project).  
Funding is not limited to the refurbishment of an existing building. 

 An indoor stadium on Department of Education land would need to be easily accessible during daytime hours – 
not limited only to after school hours. 

 Consider careful orientation of indoor courts to maximise usage and increase economic outcomes. 

 Volleyball is also seeking to use outdoor (grassed) surfaces. The hockey field (if grassed) might cater for this 
direction. 

3.3 Meeting 3 Discussion Summary – Wimmera Tennis Association 
and Clubs 

Council Officers presented the concept plans for the sports precincts.  A summary of the discussion is listed below. 
 
Management of regional facility 

 Who and how is the facility to be managed? 

Will be worked through as part of the project development. Local clubs will not be responsible for managing the 
facility. 

 
Hire fees and usage 

 Will clubs be able to afford to use the facility? 

Hire fees are to be determined. Benchmarking with other facilities in similar regions, the viability of clubs and 
their capacity to pay entrance fees will all be considered. 

 Who can use the facility? 

The facility will be available to all local clubs, not only those located at the facility.  
 
Number of Courts 

 Are 16 courts enough? 

The number of courts meets the needs of a regional level tennis facility as per Tennis Victoria facility standards 
Sixteen courts allow hosting of regional level junior and senior tennis tournaments and events. 

 

 Are hot-shot courts to be included? 

Additional courts are unlikely to be built. However, there is opportunity to multi-line courts to allow for 
different ages and levels of tennis. 

 
Central Park Tennis Club  

 What does this mean for the Club? 

No change regarding use of Central Park courts and facilities. 

There is no plan to shut down or remove courts. It is expected that scheduling of games and additional (all-year) 
use because of lighting, will result in a programming shift to the regional facility. 

 
Dimboola Rd Site - Heritage 

 Is there any heritage value in buildings that will be removed from the Horsham College site? 

Based on the information provided by the Department of Education, there is no heritage value attributed to the 
buildings. Heritage values will be explored in further detail as the project progresses. 

 
Timelines for Project Completion 

 When is it envisaged these facilities will be available for use? 

APPENDIX 9.6B



 

VIC 08-22  Wimmera Sports Precincts Phase Two Engagement Report  May 2023 Page 11 

Working on a 5-10 year timeframe. Need to develop schematic/detailed design drawings and secure external 
funding before projects can formally commence. This is likely to take 3-4 years (minimum) before construction 
can commence. 

3.4 Meeting 4 Discussion Summary – Indoor/Outdoor Stadium User 
Groups 

Council Officers presented the concept plans for the sports precincts.  A summary of the discussion is listed below. 
 
Dimboola Rd Site 
Seating 

 Appropriate seating is required. 

 Need a facility with flexible seating to cater for regular local usage - not just seating to display show court. 

 Seating needs to be adaptable for lower grades, juniors and parents. 
 
School access 

 Need to manage shared school and community usage of the facility (during school hours).  

Shared usage/access is occurring at other sites across Victoria and careful building design can assist with this. A 
Joint Use Agreement is currently in place between HRCC and Department of Education and this or similar will be 
developed. 

 
Capacity for growth 

 New facility needs to include capacity for growth.  

Planning has been based on long term projections for population growth, demographic changes and 
participation trends. Scheduling will maximise usage of the facility. 

 
Finance 

 Question regarding proportion of State and Federal funding and local funding?  

Council Officer confirmed that 70-80% of funding will come from external sources. 

 Fee structure and ability for clubs to access the facility?  

Is being considered with benchmarking against similar facilities. Horsham and regional demographics have been 
considered throughout the project. 

 
Basketball  

 Partnership with Horsham Amateur Basketball Association and the Horsham College facilitates easier access for 
juniors after school.  

 Opportunity to grow further as a sport. 

 Having a regional facility makes Horsham a more attractive place to live. 

 Currently losing players to Ballarat competitions. Having a regional Horsham facility will retain players. 

 Valuable for growth of basketball if players have proper training facilities at no/low cost. 
 
Netball  

 Huge interest in netball in the Horsham area.  We have state teams which are sent to Melbourne for 
competitions. 

 Need a larger space for Wimmera Mallee players for umpire training, mentoring, camps. 

 Quality of competition will improve with a regional standard facility. 

APPENDIX 9.6B
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 Currently 19 teams, not enough courts to play one round of netball. If two extra teams join league, current 
courts cannot accommodate them.  

 There is a demand for netball in the area from junior players. Teams would travel from outside to Horsham to 
play at a regional facility. 

 Potential for under 15 and under 17 grades to play at a regional facility.  

 Teams have too many players and there are currently not enough facilities to cater for training and 
competitions. 

 If participants could play all year round it is expected this will further increase the sports’ growth. 

 Potential for all-abilities in netball to be integrated into the new facility. 
 
Volleyball  

 Currently don’t have the capacity to expand their sport due to lack of facilities.  

 Ability to play the sport is restricted by the schools’ schedule of indoor stadium usage.  

 Don’t have enough time slots due to the high demand for new players to join the sport. 

 Couldn’t host a recent tournament to maximum capacity because of a lack of facilities. Team entries were 
restricted. 

 
Badminton 

 The club was impressed with the site and location.  

3.5 Meeting 5 Discussion Summary – Hockey Club 

Council Officers presented the concept plans for the sports precincts.  A summary of the discussion is listed below. 
 
Membership data 

 The club questioned whether usage numbers presented in the report was for membership data or for 
participation. The club confirmed in the meeting that hockey members are closer to 100 rather than the 55 as 
presented in the report. 

 Council confirmed that the figures are membership data, provided by both the local clubs and/or the relevant 
State Sporting Association during the club survey and phase one engagement.  

 The club has since confirmed membership data for the last three years as follows: 
- 2021 – 103 registered players 
- 2022 – 94 registered players 
- 2023 - 70 registered players 

 
Facility Design Observations – Playing surface and Buildings. 

 The Hockey club prefers a synthetic turf surface rather than grass. Synthetic turf provides better opportunities 
for skill development. 

 Club does not have the capacity to line-mark a grass pitch. The club would not play Saturday competitions (3-4 
home games per season) in Horsham if line-marking were required. 

 The club requires access to clubrooms after training. 

 Social area for club memorabilia and functions is important. 

 The indoor stadium needs to be designed to accommodate multiple groups at the same time. 

 Equity of access to the indoor stadium facilities is important i.e. not letting one group dominate access to the 
facilities. 

 The club would be interested in running a summer Five-a-side competition. 

APPENDIX 9.6B
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 Storage for the club is essential. 

 Provision of outside amenities is important including access to drinking water, shelter for players and 
spectators, seating. 

 
 
Transition arrangements 

 Need to manage disruption to the training and competition use during the construction stages. 
 
Governance 

 Need to manage daytime arrangements to enable community access during school hours. 

 Tenure arrangements with Horsham College (Department of Education) will need to be clear. 
 

3.6 Meeting 6 Discussion Summary – Squash Club 

Council Officers presented the concept plans for the sports precincts.  A summary of the discussion is listed below. 
 
General feedback  

 Everything proposed for Dudley Cornell design looks great. 

 Everything proposed for Haven design looks good. 

 Dimboola Rd – concerned that basketball may dominate use of the stadium. 

 Questioned the netball numbers – are the numbers inflated by including netball teams connected with AFL? 

 Discussed traffic management associated with the entrance to the Dimboola Rd site.  

The alternate truck route study will provide options to address this. 

 Grass versus synthetic hockey surface was discussed. 
 
Club details 

 Membership numbers have stayed consistent pre and post Covid. 

 Racquetball is being trialled at the club to attract different members. 

 Courts are privately owned – a four-court block on one title and two courts with a second landowner. 

 The land with the four courts was purchased by a consortium of ex-club members wanting to provide a facility 
for the game to continue in Horsham. 

 
Usage of the squash courts 

 Horsham is the only Wimmera region facility with six courts. 

 Victorian Squash Masters (100-120 participants) have held competitions in Horsham in the past. Usually 
scheduled on a rotational basis (same town for two years) but they have expressed preference for Horsham as a 
venue. 

 Schools book the courts each year – usually for a term. Both Horsham and surrounding rural schools use the 
courts. 

 
Tenure at Current Facility 

 No lease or licence in place – but there is an understanding with the owners that the club can remain on existing 
site for as long as the club is viable. 

 The club cannot apply for loan or grant funding because of the informal arrangements with the landowners. 
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 Discussed option to establish a lease. Club suggested that a 30-year lease would be required to satisfy funding 
requirements. 

 
Finance 

 Club pays rental and all utilities (power and water). 

 Maintenance of the facility is shared between owners and club. 

 Main upcoming maintenance will involve repairing ageing floors (first four courts) bathroom and change 
facilities. 

 Lights are regarded as the best in regional Victoria. 
 
Development Options 

 Club has considered purchasing the land, but this has been dismissed because of the impact on membership 
fees. 

 Discussed possibility of council purchasing the land (strategic investment option). Low risk, good rental return 
and if the club were to cease, the land would have retained/increased in value. 

 After the release of the feasibility study recommendations, the club may request that council work with them to 
consider options to support the club. 

3.7 Meeting 7 Discussion Summary – Dudley Cornell User Groups 

Council Officers presented the concept plans for the sports precincts.  A summary of the discussion is listed below. 
 
Little Athletics Club 

 Supports the idea of distributed model of facilities as this will prevent scheduling conflicts. 

 Prefers synthetic turf track to grass track. 

 Believes the sport will not get a synthetic track surface while it is connected to a multipurpose facility (i.e.: 
sharing with other sports). 

 Prefer to be located with a school site where the student population may justify installation of a synthetic track. 

 Questioned decision to use grass rather than synthetic. Believes competitors are disadvantaged running on 
grass tracks; the club does not see the merit of grass versus synthetic.  

Council response: current participation numbers, replacement cost and limitations associated with a single use 
space were factors in the design decision. 

 A grassed surface does not accommodate athletes who need mobility assistance. 

 Club numbers have remained strong, with potential for growth because of a recent decision by Little Athletics 
Victoria to include U17 age group. 

 
Colts Cricket Club 

 Supports dedicated car parking at Dudley Cornell and other sites. 

 Seating for spectators is an important consideration at the next stage of planning.  
 
Soccer Club 
 
Decision making and sites  

 Recognise the importance of basing decisions on population growth and participation trends and commends 
HRCC for following this approach. 

 Would have preferred a fully inclusive single consolidated precinct (involving all sports) but understands the 
rationale of improving existing facilities. 
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 Would have liked to see facilities located in the Showgrounds area but understands the rationale for the 
decision. 

 Recommend HRCC pursue options to improve the area along McPherson St so an attractive entrance to 
Horsham is provided. 

 Suggest that future considerations include provision for cycling. 
 
 
Soccer-specific comments 

 Recognise the strategic importance of Haven as a site for soccer. 

 The Women’s World Cup can have a direct impact on the growth of soccer in Horsham.  

 Indoor facilities for training with netting assists development of soccer skills. 
 
Suggestions re: Amenity 

 Ensure appropriate seating and viewing options for spectators are included in future designs. 
 
Other questions and discussion 

 Project provides good outcomes for sporting clubs.  

 Suggested that funding be also sought from mining companies currently operating in the region. 

3.8 Haven Recreation Reserve – Non Sporting Groups 

Council officers will undertake further engagement with non-sporting users of Haven Recreation Reserve to inform 
them of the proposed development options for this site.  These groups include: 

 Haven Community Enterprise Inc (Re: Haven Market) 

 Dog Obedience Club 

 Horsham Primary School (Haven Campus) 
 
 

 

4.1 State Sports Associations Summary 

A total of nine different project briefing meetings were held with State Sports Associations which included the 
following: 

 Badminton Victoria 

 Basketball Victoria 

 Cricket Victoria 

 Football Victoria 

 Hockey Victoria 

 Little Athletics Victoria 

 Netball Victoria 

 Tennis Victoria 
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 Volleyball Victoria 
 
These State Sport Associations were all supportive of the three proposed sports precincts and have provided some 
detailed feedback on the design and technical requirements for each sport.  All groups confirmed they are willing to 
continue to be involved in the design process and to support Council’s engagement with local associations and clubs 
where required. 

Project updates were sent to the following four State Sports Associations to inform them of the feasibility report 
recommendations for the three sites. 

 AFL Wimmera Mallee Office 

 Gymnastics Victoria 

 Squash Victoria 

 Table Tennis Victoria 

4.2 Local Associations and Clubs Summary 

A total of seven project briefing meetings were conducted with sixteen local associations and clubs.  The participating 
groups included: 

 Central Park Tennis Club 

 Colts Cricket Club 

 Haven Tennis Club 

 Horsham Amateur Basketball Association 

 Horsham Badminton Association 

 Horsham City Netball Association 

 Horsham Cricket Association 

 Horsham Hockey Association 

 Horsham Little Athletics Club 

 Horsham Soccer Club 

 Horsham Squash Club 

 Horsham Volleyball Association 

 Jung Tigers Cricket Club 

 Wimmera Central Tennis Association 

 Wimmera Regional Sports Assembly 

 Wimmera Region State Netball Titles Officer 
 
The project briefing discussions provided feedback for Council to consider further as they progress the design of each 
sports precinct.  The majority of the local associations and clubs were supportive of the feasibility report 
recommendations and are willing to remain closely involved in the future design discussions. 
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5.2 Landowners 

A total of 10 sites / 14 landowners were investigated during the feasibility study. 
 
The sites were: 
 
1. Dudley W Cornell Park – Horsham Rural City Council 

2. Haven Recreation Reserve – Horsham Rural City Council 

3. Horsham Showgrounds - Crown land with a community Committee of Management 

4. Horsham Showgrounds – Greyhound Club – Lease with the State of Victoria 

5. Horsham Showgrounds – Agricultural Society – Private land 

6. Horsham Velodrome - Crown land with a community Committee of Management 

7. Horsham Racecourse – Horsham Racing Club and Horsham and District Harness Club – Crown land with HRCC 

being the Committee of Management. Both Clubs have licences with the State of Victoria 

8. Remlaw Rd – Grains Innovation Park - Lease with the State of Victoria 

9. Remlaw Rd (south of Baillie St) – Private land 

10. Remlaw Rd (north of Baillie St) – Private land 

11. Rasmussen Rd – Private land 

12. South of the Wimmera river (western parcel) – Private land 

13. South of the Wimmera river (eastern parcel) - Private land 

14. Dimboola Rd (Horsham College) – Department of Education 

 
All owners and organisations responsible for managing the different land parcels have been contacted and advised 
that the feasibility study has been completed and have been thanked for their participation in the project. 
 
Horsham College Council has provided a letter of in-principle support for the multi-sport facility being located on the 
Dimboola Rd site of the campus. (Appendix 2) 
 

5.3 Schools and local sporting groups 

A total of 23 schools and 40 local sporting clubs were contacted in October 2021, inviting the schools and clubs to 
complete a survey identifying sporting activity, club membership and facility requirements. 
 
All schools and sporting clubs will be contacted again when the report has been presented to Council. 
Schools and clubs will be thanked for their interest in the project and will be encouraged to visit the HRCC website to 
obtain detailed information regarding the outcomes of the project. 
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