
This project is the first stage of the City to River Masterplan, a long 
term plan which aims to enhance and revitalise the Wimmera River 
Precinct and Central Activity District of Horsham.

The City to River project has been divided into sub-precincts to 
allow projects to proceed in a staged, prioritised manner. The 
Wimmera River is one of Horsham's significant natural assets and a 
key regional strength, providing the basis of establishing the town 
settlement in the 1830's. This project builds on this, creating new 
active spaces with linkages to the central activity district and existing 
open space and recreational facilities. 

In relation to the Riverfront Activation Precinct, Council endorsed 
the implementation of detailed concept and schematic designs for 
the Riverfront in November 2019. The development of the Riverfront 
precinct aims to address the following statement;  

Wimmera Wetlands

Horsham lies in the centre of the internationally significant 
Wimmera Wetlands region and there is an invaluable opportunity 
to let more people know about this unique aspect of our 
landscape.  Signage and information within the design can provide 
a better understanding of the hydrology of the Wimmera River 
system, drought and flood cycles and the connection between 
water play and an improved knowledge of water management 
and preservation in our drying climate.

Cultural Heritage

The productivity of the Wimmera region formed the basis for 
settlement in the area, not just for wheat farmers, wood cutters 
and sheep farmers from the early 1800s but First Nations people 
possess an extensive history of living on this land and connection 
and relationship with the fertile wetlands and western plains. This 
cultural heritage and history of the region will be interlinked with the 
development of the Riverfront and emphasised through integrated 
design, interpretation and artwork elements.

“ How do we make the Wimmera 
Riverfront an even more inviting 
place for everyone now and for 
generations to come ?”
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April-July 2020

Stage 1 - Draft Concept Plans are progressed considering 
Community feedback from Masterplan and input from        
the CRG

Funding grant update is lodged with Federal Government 

July-August 2020

Stage 1 - Draft Concept Plans completed and 
displayed for Community input in early August 

 March 2020

Engagement Plan is developed to support 
Stage 1 Concept Development  

Community Reference Group (CRG) for 
Stage 1 convened 

Masterplan
Individual projects are subject to:

· Council endorsement and are
subject to detailed concept and
schematic design, stakeholder and
community consultation; and

· Prioritisation and availability of
funds as part of Council’s budget
planning process and attraction
of funding from other sources (e.g.
government or private).
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A Masterplan for the study area has been 
prepared by landscape architects based on the 
vision, objectives and directions for the area.

The Masterplan shows the desired indicative long-
term layout of the study area, in particular those 
areas that are proposed to transition from their 
existing uses to new or improved uses. 

The Masterplan shows an indication of potential 
building locations, public realm upgrades, sporting 
precincts and other open space proposals, 
however the exact locations and layouts within 
each site may change depending on more 
detailed planning. 

The most important role of the Masterplan is to 
show the desired long term direction for land 
within the area and an overarching physical 
aspiration that Council will seek to achieve 
through a range of actions, investment and 
partnerships over time.

Detailed elements of the Masterplan are shown 
on the following pages.

Individual projects are subject to:

• Council endorsement and are subject to 
detailed concept and schematic design, 
stakeholder and community consultation; and

• Prioritisation and availability of funds as part 
of Council’s budget planning process and 
attraction of funding from other sources (e.g. 
government or private).

Source: Tract, 201909 / Horsham: City to River Vision and Masterplan
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Masterplan

What I dislike about the City to 
River Draft plan is the walk road 
on Firebrace Street because 
some need the street to go 

I dislike that this plan may not 
be safe for young children 3-6 
years old as there is no gates 
and safety towards the river and 
the roads.

“Children’s play water park 
near river at miniature railway 
location is not warranted as 
would be in direct competition 
with swimming pool 
improvements.......

(Why remove?)...

Horsham Lawn Tennis Club, 
Horsham Croquet Club, 
Wimmera Miniature Railway?  
These can be incorporated 
into the botanical gardens, 
and provide enjoyment for the 
wider community. These are 
great assets to Horsham, and 
facilities should be improved, not 
scrapped.

...big mistake to over-develop 
the river front, as its current 
appearance is exactly why 
people go there - to enjoy that 
wonderful natural aspect of the 
whole area. 

there are no pedestrian 
crossings over McPherson St 
planned too. You must link all 
these areas together properly. 

...PROVISION for the ability 
to host major events. PRIME 
LOCATION to be redeveloped 
or extended is soundshell and 
attached building and this is left 
as is?

Lack of structures and cover for 
the wet & cold to encourage 
use.  Love the green area, 
however considerations for the 
wet 4 months of the year?

... dislike: - the urbanised and 
domestic treatment of the rivers 
riparian zone (e.g. Artists vision 
1 & 2) showing off the shelf 
treatment of a beautiful natural 
environment - the teared edge 
treatment, standard bench 
seats, traditional layout, mallee 
trees and market umbrellas 
communicates poorly the sense 
of place of Horsham - it is 
important to consider the natural 
materials & forms and offer a 
unique and bespoke treatment 
that says more of Horsham - a 
blending of our historical & 
cultural past with the trans-
formative vision for the future 

Timber Boardwalks - No to 
timber boardwalks and paved 
or concrete paths...  enhance 
the beautiful natural look like 
we have from the Bridge to 
the Rowing Club. Concerned 
also about the maintenance of 
extensive timber boardwalks - if 
not kept pristine they become an 
eyesore - also consider possible 
flood damage.

River cafe needs to be nearer 
to sound shell and retain car 
parking.  Trains need to stay,  
would be such a shame to lose 
this asset.  Caravan park needs 
to be improved not removed.  
Link caravan park, adventure 
island and grass area along 
Barnes Blvd

It is important for events at the 
City oval to be able to charge 
and would need to be fenced

It is also an important part of 
country football to at least be 
able to park cars for elderly and 
those with disabilities.

To do this you are removing so 
many facilities used by members 
of the community but have made 
no suggestions for where they 
might continue.

Coming over the bridge into 
Horsham is an eyesore and that 
should be the number 1 priority 

There needs to be a 
concentration of art installations  
highlighting sculptures, murals 
along the river and through the 
green space to become a tourist 
attraction for Horsham.

Lots of concrete decking.... 
which could be ok, but I would 
hope much of the already 
established large natural trees 
and grassed areas could be 
maintained?

Introduction of gimmicky 
artificial water features, paved 
areas, and artificial surfaces. 
Enhancement of the area should 
focus on the natural features - 
river and vegetation.

- I think there should be more 
little shops around the river like 
an ice cream caravan or a little 
smoothie shop and more little 
snack places.

Hopefully it is kept in mind that 
we love the river because it 
is ‘nature’ and not get carried 
away with the commercial 
opportunities that might 
overshadow the serenity of a 
walk along the river.

... create a playground for all 
ages? Make it amazing, artistic, 
nature based that attract visitors 
to stop off here and also to 
come here to visit for the day. 
This would be great to be closer 
to the splash park (walking 
between the playground and 
splashpark with 3 kids under 
5 years old and through a 
caravan park is a test of not only 
safety but sanity for the parent!)

With the level of development 
flagged for this entire area it 
is shortsighted not to include 
further access from the south 
side of the river especially 
considering the ever increasing 
residential developments to the 
south. 

McPherson St will NOT be the 
main road in the future when the 
by-pass is put in place - I do 
not see any real inclusion of this 
major change in the plan.”

I dislike the idea of parking 
along the oval and waterplay 
area

It’s good but need to get more 
stuff going on the water. Rowing, 
Running and bike riding racing 
once a year with other town 
competition skiing, other stuff. 

Promotion of waterfront for all 
residents.  Access to river.  Parkland 
development

Improvements along our beautiful 
river is welcomed. 

Some things people liked 

A selection of collated feedback received in response to the public  
display of the draft City to River Masterplan in August 2019. 

The comments included are a selection of over 700 submissions that were received in response to the Masterplan and have been 
selected to illustrate the breadth of ideas that relate specifically to the Riverfront Stage 1 of the Concept Development works. Some 
of the comments included have had minor edits made for ease and consistency of language. Any misrepresentations of the original 
submissions are unintentional. They have also been loosely categorised as either things people liked, disliked or as general comments 
and other ideas.  

City to River Masterplan - Community feedback by location

Some things people didn’t like
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Some other ideas

Revitalising the riverfront area 
will encourage more visitors 
and locals to utilise the space 
provided more frequently. I also 
like the boardwalk along the 
riverfront, the cultural facility, and 
the new walks throughout the 
redeveloped botanical gardens 
area. I would hope that throughout 
the development, the course for 
parkrun would be able to continue 
along the riverfront as it currently 
does.

Great vision and open space areas 
for families

I love the way the plan is looking 
to increase the use of the river as 
a major asset for Horsham. The 
river is indeed an amazing feature 
of our town and for years it has 
seemed cut off from the shopping 
district. This new plan solves this by 
providing a great link between the 
central shopping area and the river. 

....we have this great river but no 
where to go and even enjoy a 
coffee. This plan would provide 
scope for that. We love the plan 
for a new river front restaurant and 
cafe

The new idea to incorporate a 
cafe, opening up of the river front 
and building new paths, meeting 
places and things to do on the 
river is fantastic and much needed. 
Personally I would spend a lot 
more time down by the river if this 
masterplan went ahead. "upgrade of walking/cycling trails, 

fishing and boating, Sound Shell 
upgrades,  
upgrade street furniture, public 
lighting, and public toilets 
water play area. This sounds like a 
safe area for people who do not 
wish to swim laps, to ‘cool off’ in 
the heat of summer without risking 
the unknown snags in the river.   
-upgrade of facilities at City Oval 
and Sound Shell"

• walking / cycling track 
upgrades 
• street furniture upgrades 
•new / better lighting and toilets”

1.  Shift Caravan Park e.g. to a:  
Southbank opposite Bennett Road, 
with another bridge from Bennett 
Road; b:  off Cameron Road.  Keep 
Botanic ? for current tennis/hockey, 
small ponds,  ? for leisure activities. 
2.  Put small restaurant (coffee and 
beer) on Old Caravan park site. 
3.  Site Horsham and Indigenous 
Cultural facility museum near 
old caravan park, museum ? - 
aboriginal, early pioneers, geology 
etc.

Horsham is a Regional City 
and the Wimmera River is one 
of our greatest assets but to 
my knowledge there has been 
no strategic planning done to 
link the CBD to the river and 
further develop the "Wimmera 
River precinct ". This draft plan is 
visionary and has made me ( and 
many others ) think about what we 
want for our city to have, and to 
look like in the next 10 to 50 years. 
I like many of the options in the 
draft plan particularly in relation to 
improvements to passive and active 
recreation opportunities.

Perfect for families. We have 4 
small children and it’ll be so nice to 
have places for them to play, while 
also spots to have coffee, a nice 
picnic or just meet up with friends 
in a beautiful environment that 
WELCOMES you. 

 I believe the river is a beautiful 
place, whether it is for a swim in 
summer or to sit at for a picnic of an 
evening. But unfortunately, I tend to 
go elsewhere as there is not much 
surrounding the river that attracts 
me to going there. The river attracts 
a lot of people for walking there 
dogs etc. This plan would attract 
even more people by making the 
river a more appealing place to go 
and take your families etc. 

“I would still like to see greater 
linkages between the CBD and 
the river, including a greater 
focus on the Botanical Gardens 
and other “”connectors””, such 
as improved walking and bike 
paths. 

 “Transforming” infers we need 
a total makeover.  As per the 
Horsham Community Plan 
2013, the key takeaway was to 
“enhance” what we have.

...accessible swimming access 
to river 
- respect of riparian zone 
- Southbank re vegetation of 
open space adjacent river 
- pedestrian bridge extension 
from Firebrace  St to Southbank”

... (it would ) be good to see the 
miniature trains incorporated 
into the botanical gardens 
design. It’s an attraction for kids 
and that’s what this should be 
geared towards, getting families 
down there. 
Incorporate a free splash park 
with more BBQs in this area. 
Similar to Mildura. Stuff like that 
brings people. Cater for the kids 
and cater for the parent and you 
give them a reason to come and 
live here.

I think it is on the right track... 

I haven’t noticed any attention 
to a children’s playground 
other than the existing one. 
I would think with Horsham 
being a perfect rest stop  
whether traveling Melbourne to 
Adelaide or Mildura to coast - a 
huge new exciting playground 
might be an attraction combined 
with a cafe - toilets, tables etc. 

Has there been provision 
made for large parks for buses, 
caravans, those enormous 
recreational vehicles? I often 
see caravans driving round and 
round looking for a park so 
they can have a coffee or get 
provisions. 

...remove caravan park, extend 
to Treasure/Apex Island, 
provide sections for different 
purposes (as in Battersea 
Park London), lots of walking, 
narrow paths, wide paths to 
allow biking etc., fountains, lots 
of greenery and flora colours, 
restaurant/the like, paddle 
boats, dancing fountain in river, 
cafeteria on pontoon.  Study 
features of well loved parks 
around the world!

How easy will it be to lease the 
proposed cafe on the riverfront?

RECOGNISE AND CELEBRATE 
OUR INDIGENOUS 
CULTURAL HERITAGE AND 
ARTS

Improved connections between 
the city and the river precinct.  
War Memorial being retained

Turning the oval impinges 
significantly on Sawyer Park 
and will significantly affect 
the ability to run Festivals and 
Events. 

I like the idea to have a swimming 
area in the river, a communal space 
next to the river, to improve the 
soundshell, and to make the river 
area more connected to town.

We need the extension of 
Firebrace St kept open for 
parking and access for elderly 
and disabled to events

How are your elders and 
disabled meant to enjoy the river 
when 99percent find it hard to 
walk even 500 minters not all 
of us are 100percent fit to walk 
and the new plan takes it way 
from them.

Don’t cut down any trees!  
Need to ensure wildlife corridor 
along river.

I like: 
- that HRCC is opening its 
approach to alternative methods of 
treatment and consideration of the 
river precinct and its value to the 
town of Horsham 
- the free form water play 
environment - consider potential 
extension to more elaborate water 
play and rock climb options in area 
for colder months

Be wary of allowing too much 
boating access to the river - this 
only caters for a few people 
but it may well keep potentially 
100s away - those who want 
peace and quiet in that natural 
vicinity. 

“Has space for youth been 
considered incorporating a 
skate park, parkour, exercise, 
boulder wall, etc.? Case study: 
Fremantle Youth Space. This 
type of hang out space doesn’t 
need a gates. The proposed 
open space/parkland zone will 
need ‘activation’ and a reason 
for people to gather other than 
just open parkland. Integrating a 
youth space can be a successful 
way of providing space for ages 
other than what the splash park 
my cater for.

Would be great to see better use 
of the opportunities presented by 
stormwater and drainage assets 
in the area whilst also reducing 
impact of the urban stormwater 
runoff on the river. This could be 
through incorporation of WSUD 
features, using stormwater to 
passively irrigate street trees, 
capturing stormwater for reuse 
and irrigation, etc. Also a great 
opportunity for interpretive signage 
relating to stormwater aimed to 
increase community awareness 
around the water cycle and the 
Wimmera river, for example at the 
water play space.

The central location of the 
proposed facilities provides 
amazing opportunities for local 
community members to engage 
with one of Horsham's best features 
- Wimmera River. It will also be a 
great draw card for visitor's and 
improve the township on a whole. 
The improved facilities are also 
exciting for community members 
and school groups with regard 
to opportunities to participate in 
more physical activities with easier 
access. As well as opportunities to 
learn about the environment and 
develop valued connections with 
the environment that encourages 
the Horsham community to 
conserve and protect the 
environment. 

It recognises that the riverfront 
is an important place for the 
community.  It recognises the need 
for improved bike and pedestrian 
routes for children and families 
connecting the river network and 
CBD destinations such as the 
library, pool and shops.  The intent 
to celebrate and improve our river 
space and develop a shared vision 
is reasonable.

I welcome a greater emphasis 
on utilising waterfront areas. 
The Wimmera River is our 
greatest natural asset and is well 
under utilised, currently. Eg: No 
infrastructure for Parkrun (50-
150ppl attending weekly, all year 
round).

(Disagree with shifting the?)...

Caravan Park– brings a lot of 
tourists because of it’s location 
and many walk to the CBD to 
shop and eat while staying – 
they comment when in store.  It 
could be enhanced though, by 
not having ugly tanks etc. visible 
from the river – and removal of 
the fence separating the tennis/
rear park area – both tennis and 
park don’t seem to understand 
why it’s there.  Perhaps this nice 
fence could be moved and used 
to re secure the showgrounds 
near the bridge for ticketed 
events.

PARKING - not enough parking 
in ANY of these masterplan.  
The entire plan - no parking for 
City Oval, River area.

Should be well signposted from 
highways to each of the relative 
areas.

Another “”dislike “” is I feel 
the draft plan has missed an 
opportunity to “”capitalise”” on 
tourism opportunities around 
the area where the Western 
Highway crosses the Wimmera 
River. We need to develop this 
area to encourage people “”to 
stop””, at the moment this is not 
the case.”

"- I think it will be well utilised by 
both residents or Horsham and 
visitors. 
- Maybe think about having public 
toilets near the cenotaph/War 
Memorial area. 

Introduction of a cafe - like the idea 
but I believe in the wrong place 
to receive the support it needs to 
continue to operate.  As a result 
of conversations with some in 
hospitality (here and elsewhere, 
supported by the failed trial pop 
up cafe), believe a better idea 
would be to investigate locating 
it in the South West corner of the 
Showgrounds....

- Need to make it RV friendly i.e. 
parking/access

LACK OF PARKING - The 
lack of parking is a SERIOUS 
concern. It is not practical 
particularly for people with 
young families, elderly and 
people with disabilities to walk 
long distances and in the case 
of inclement weather.

Extending the botanical gardens 
and getting rid of the history of the 
lawn tennis courts 

Maybe a floating restaurant is 
something that an investor would 
try – if this didn’t work at least it 
could be removed and placed 
at another location away from 
Horsham that would work – then 
we do not end up with an empty 
piece of expensive infrastructure.

...the lack of an all abilities 
regional playspace - that is a 
destination for travellers and 
a fabulous and much needed 
resource for our community. 
A space that enables our 
community of all ages and 
abilities, with excellent access, 
a changing places facility, 
nature play environment that is 
sustainable and innovative

 The results of this Open Space 
Strategy need to be finalised 
and addressed in the City to 
River Plan before it is finalised.

Maybe a brewery would be 
good. A celebrity chef? 

Summary of comments received in 
response to City to River Masterplan

Project Timeline

Introduction

Legend  (Note: Stage 1 Scope Items shown in pink)

Item ItemCost Cost

River Edge Connections, incorporating 
integrated art/play and seating

Natural Water Play park, shelters, 
historical and cultural interpretation

Town Entry Feature(to be confirmed)

Tie-in works to southern end of Firebrace 
Street to new Meeting Place

Civic gathering space, Meeting Place, 
proposed Cafe site / services

Eastgate Drive carpark, Water 
Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD)

Upgraded Public toilet facilities, 
carpark/access road upgrades	   Above: Potential material treatment 

along fence line in collaboration with 
adjacent owners.

Above: Potential seating treatment to 
existing timber retaining walls.

Angling Club building upgrades

Walking/cycling path 
enhanced to extent of Stage 1 

$227,500

$100,000

$170,000

$140,400

$107,900

$490,100

$864,500

Excl

Excl

Included in Item 5

Excl

Included in Item 6

Excl

Excl

Excl

$659,100

Rowing Club upgrades, vehicle 
loading off Eastgate Drive

New integrated seating to retaining wall

Replacement of picnic/BBQ facilities 
with new shelters

Upgrade of path connection to 
bridge footpath

Artworks and cultural / heritage 
interpretation

Planting Works (Precinct wide – 
nominated locations)                                                        

Signage and Lighting upgrades

Wimmera Riverfront 
Concept Plan
Stage 1 of the Horsham City to River Masterplan

Precedent Imagery Images show some similar 

treatments as those proposed. 
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Project Contact details:
PO Box 511 Horsham 3400
P:  (03)53829777
E:  council@hrcc.vic.gov.au 
W: hrcc.vic.gov.au

$864,500.00 

$659,100.00 
$107,900.00

Included in 
Item 5

$490,100.00
Included in 
Item 5

$490,100.00

Included in 
Item 5

$490,100.00 

Future Cafe site - subject 
to further negotiation with 
Caravan Park Leaseholder
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Precinct-wide Landscape upgrades

Play value
Water play installations become even 
more attractive when they help to experi-
ence water in different ways. Children 
particularly enjoy damming water. On 
one hand, they are momentarily the 
„Master“ of the element water when 
stemming the flood water and on the 
other hand, they experience, through 
play, the water power when opening 
the lock of the dam. It is most fun when 
natural materials such as mud, leaves and 
small sticks are used to dam the water. 
However, this is often not possible or 
desired. Therefore, complementary ele-
ments such as locks or flaps are required.

Fundamental characteristics
- high-quality design
-  sturdy construction; can also be used in 

wide gutters
-  incentive for playing: technical 

appearance

Suitable
- for children from 3 years
-  for all water play areas in playgrounds 

and adventure areas

Water Switch
Lock Gate
Ball Valve

5.209505.209305.20907

Order No. 5.20950 Ball Valve

Order No. 5.20930 Lock Gate
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Water Push Button
Spraying Heads with wide flange
Spraying Heads with small flange

Simple Spraying Head

5.18830/5.188355.18810/5.18815 5.18870

Order No. 5.18020 Water Push Button

Order No. 5.18870 Simple Spraying Head

Planning information

The Water Push Button Order No. 
5.18020 is only suitable for direct 
connection to the pressure line. When 
the hemisphere is pressed once, a valve 
is activated which stops the water flow 
after 60 seconds or earlier (time is 
adjustable).

The Spraying Heads with the Order 
No. 5.18815 and 5.18835 produce a 
high, sharp water jet and should only be 
used where the spraying heads are not 
accessible, e.g. in a pond which is not 
used for swimming, and with enough 
distance to the shore.

Please note the higher cleaning 
effort involved when using the Simple 
Spraying Head, Order No. 5.18870. 
Consider using the Spraying Head 
with cleaning mechanism, Order No. 
5.18810/5.18830.

5.18020
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State Garden Show, Hemer, 2010
State Garden Show, Tirschenreuth 2013

Colour scheme: Geskes · Hack, landscape architects

Masts made of stainless steel, powder-coated

Planning information
The masts and pumps should be ar-
ranged so that it is possible to observe 
the fountain effect when pumping. 
Accordingly, the masts with the smaller 
spraying radiuses should be positioned 
closer, and those with a larger spraying 
radius further away, at the edge of the 
space. The distance to the masts and 
between them should be 3 - 6 m. The 
effect of the sunlight and the contrast 
with darker backgrounds such as trees 
or the flat faces of buildings plays an 
important role here for the optical 
effect. In the case of higher spraying 
heads, the prevailing wind direction 

should be taken into consideration. The 
surfacing of the ground should be firm 
or graveled and be provided with a well 
working drainage. The water supply and 
the system must be drained during frost 
periods. Sensitive parts such as pump 
valves must be removed and stored in a 
frost-free location.

Individual solutions for the water supply 
must be devised, depending on the plans. 
Up-to-date details on the connection 
for the water supply and other technical 
information is available to download as 
a table at our website www.richter-
spielgeraete.de. Go to “Products” and 
then the applicable piece of equipment.

5.27010 - 5.27060

State Garden Show Tirschenreuth
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Rotors and jets

Vertical Jet 
spraying height up to 10 m, radius 2 m
Horizontal Star Rotor
spraying length up to 7 m, reducible to 
4 m
Vertical Star Rotor
spraying area lengthways 2 x 14 m, width  
1.50 m
Spiral Rotor
spraying area radius 2.5 m
Umbrella Jet
spraying area radius 3 m
High Collision Disc
spraying area 4 m, width 1 m
Low Collision Disc
spraying area 2 m, width 0.50 m
spray effect lengthwise
Reservoir
Water Umbrella
spraying area radius 3 m

5.27034 Vertical Star Rotor

5.27031 High Collision Disc

5.27035 Horizontal Star Rotor

5.27032 Vertical Jet

5.27030 5.27031 5.27032 5.27033 5.27034

5.27035 5.27036 5.27037
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Basic elements of wood
for water playgrounds

5.10100 - 5.15600

Water and mud
Playing with mud, shaping and building 
with sand, earth and water is a fun-
damental human requirement, which 
even adults find difficult to suppress 
sometimes. With different types of 
water play equipment, children can gain 
insights into different functions and learn 
physical laws while playing. Troughs, 
water see-saws and mud tables ensure 
intense mud play which children often 
participate in together.
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Integrative play
Playing with water is a favourite play 
offer for almost all children. Therefore, 
water play installations are very well 
suited for integrative play areas. The 
wooden water play elements with their 
easily comprehensible damming and 
distribution devices and the wide tables 
are an harmonious offer for children with 
different needs. The wooden gutters 
and tables can be installed in a way that 
also wheelchair bound children can play 
with them. Thus children with different 
abilities can play together. The overall 
planning should take into consideration 
the special surface requirements for 
wheelchair users.

5.10100 - 5.15600
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Play value
Our system of wooden water gutters con-
sists of 10 elements of different shapes 
and functions which can be combined to 
individual water play installations. The 
gutters have different movable shutters, 
are installed with inclination or horizon-
tal. They allow for interesting water play 
activities which are particularly attractive 
for children. The gutters - some of them 
are as wide as tables - can be used for 
playing with mud and distributing 
water. If required, the elements can be 
supplied with longer posts and thus can 
be installed in different heights. By this 
it is possible to take into account special 
requirements, e.g. of wheelchair bound 
children. This system of water gutters can 
be combined with different water wheels 
and Archimedes Screws.

Basic elements of wood
for water playgrounds

5.10100 - 5.15600

Fundamental characteristics
-  child proportions according to 

ergonomic requirements
-  use of natural wood which is appealing 

to the senses; the beautiful structure of 
the wood gets more and more visible 
by use

-  incentive for playing: wood, sand, 
water

- movement: motor activities

Suitable
- for children from 3 years
- for all water play areas
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Play value
When water is required for playing, a 
stream normally is the most beautiful 
source. However, it is very rare to find 
this natural possibility within a play area. 
Nevertheless, one does not want to do 
without running water - even if it only 
comes from a tap. However, much more 
attractive is a water pump with swipe 
where the pump operation is part of the 
play value. Such an old-fashioned pump 
reminds one of a farm, a fairytale or an 
old market square. Therefore, it is not 
only an item for water supply, but also 
triggers role-play activities.

Fundamental characteristics
- very sturdy construction
- special design
- incentive for playing: pump swipe
- movement: physical effort

Suitable 
- for children from 3 years
- for all water play areas

Playground Pumps
Pump Pedestals

Foundation Anchor

5.190005.176335.177305.176305.14190 5.17500

Order No. 5.17630 Playground Pump 

for direct connection to the pressure line

Order No. 5.19000 Pump Pedestal made of wood

Order No. 5.17500 Playground Pump 
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A number of elements will be applied to Stage 1 works 
to ensure a comprehensive and coordinated upgrade of 
basic elements.  These elements include:

• Integrated Public Art elements in the landscape, 

• Interpretive, storytelling and wayfinding signage;

• Pedestrian level lighting and feature lighting to select 
areas to supplement existing lighting;

• Furniture including seating, picnic settings, bike hoops 
and other supporting furniture elements - bench seats at 
nominal 50m intervals and at River Edge connections as a 
minimum

• River bank remediation where deemed necessary - 
extent to be determined in conjunction with WCMA/ 
DELWP

• Walk/cycle path upgrades - increased width and 
upgrade where required. This is proposed to the full length 

Natural Water Play Conceptual zoning

The main play areas have been structured to reflect 
the features of the River floodplain they sit within. Four 
zones including; River beach, Creek, Flood plain 
and Tributary mimic the character of these landscape 
features within the waterplay park.

Waterplay Zone
·· Interactive natural Water Play Park destination with ephemeral 

pools, pop-jets and imaginative play opportunities

·· Indigenous story embedded into landscape and reference to 
heritage and settlement of Wimmera River country

·· Reference to Wimmera Wetlands - internationally recognized 
Ramsar sites and deep indigenous significance to cultural 
heritage and local settlement history

Creek bed and 
pooling area

Mushroom pump - 
3yrs+

Pole -top 
Sprinkler zone

Spraying heads Water tributaries Ball valve

Spinning Pole-
top sprinklers

See-saw and other 
physical sprinkler 

Hand pump All abilities access Wet 'mud' playRaised waterplay 
elements

Wedge gate Switch gate

Play value
Water play installations become even 
more attractive when they help to experi-
ence water in different ways. Children 
particularly enjoy damming water. On 
one hand, they are momentarily the 
„Master“ of the element water when 
stemming the flood water and on the 
other hand, they experience, through 
play, the water power when opening the 
lock of the dam.

Fundamental characteristics
-  different ways of damming and 

collecting water
-  incentive for playing: technical 

appearance

Suitable
- for children from 3 years
-  for all water play areas in playgrounds 

and adventure areas

Dam of Wood 
Water Flap

Damming Wedge

5.209105.209055.20900
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Order No. 5.20900 Dam of Wood

Order No. 5.20910 Damming Wedge

Order No. 5.20905 Water Flap
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Play value
Water play installations become even 
more attractive when they help to experi-
ence water in different ways. Children 
particularly enjoy damming water. On 
one hand, they are momentarily the 
„Master“ of the element water when 
stemming the flood water and on the 
other hand, they experience, through 
play, the water power when opening 
the lock of the dam. It is most fun when 
natural materials such as mud, leaves and 
small sticks are used to dam the water. 
However, this is often not possible or 
desired. Therefore, complementary ele-
ments such as locks or flaps are required.

Fundamental characteristics
- high-quality design
-  sturdy construction; can also be used in 

wide gutters
-  incentive for playing: technical 

appearance

Suitable
- for children from 3 years
-  for all water play areas in playgrounds 

and adventure areas

Water Switch
Lock Gate
Ball Valve

5.209505.209305.20907

Order No. 5.20950 Ball Valve

Order No. 5.20930 Lock Gate
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Order No. 5.20907 Water Switch
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Mushroom Spring
Mushroom Spring for  Concrete Basins

Mushroom Column Spring

5.18000/5.18005

Function and Play value
The well designed Mushroom Springs 
gives off water when the hemisphere 
on top gets pressed down. The water 
comes out like a circular veil. When the 
hemisphere is pressed once, a valve is 
activated which stops the water flow 
after 60 seconds or earlier (time is 
adjustable). Due to its agreeable design, 
the Mushroom Springs can also be used 
in less natural play surroundings.

Fundamental characteristics
- high-quality design
- automatic water stop
- unique and original
-  incentive for playing: hemisphere, 

water
- movement: physical effort

Suitable
- for children from 3 years
- for all water play areas
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5.18030
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Section C

Section D

Section A

Section B

 River Beach zone
•	 All ages play area (1+)

•	 Wet 'mud' play with sand

•	 All seasons play

•	 All abilities access from hardstand

 Creek zone
•	 All ages play area

•	 Easy mushroom pump (3+)

•	 All seasons play opportunities  

 Flood Plain zone
•	 Intermediate age play

•	 Physical activation pumps

•	 Water direction options with 
switch gate

 Tributary zone
•	 All ages play

•	 Shallow water fill option with 
ball valve

The Natural Water Play facility is a key part of the landscape 
for this precinct, providing a new significant community-based 
recreational facility and attraction. The location has been 
determined as part of the overall development of the Riverfront 
precinct and relates closely to adjacent existing elements 
and facilities – Rowing Club, carpark and slipway, Botanical 
Gardens and Caravan Park, as well as relationship to the shared 
pathway system along the Riverfront.  The nearby Adventure 
Island includes additional play and active recreational facilities 
and a pedestrian and cycle connection across the Anzac 
Bridge to the South Bank. 

The Natural Water Play layout includes areas designed for 
different age groups, with some physical separation and 
age-appropriate elements for more interactive group or active 
play. Dry and wet sand play areas are provided as part of 
the design and offer a range of all-season play opportunities. 
Shaded seating areas for parents and carers, as well as seating 
walls and logs / boulders to partially enclose the play space 
are provided and located to define and enclose the play 
space from adjacent circulation pathways and vehicular areas 
/ carpark.  These walls and barriers provide some physical 
containment for smaller children to separate them from the river 
edge.

The natural Water Play ‘Creek’ is interwoven through an 
undulating, mounded landscape of open lawn, massed groups 
of groundcovers and shrubs, under a canopy of existing and 
additional native shade trees, with grassed areas and pathways 
providing access and circulation options and additional play 
opportunities. A defined sand play area for younger children will 
provide additional options for play and use during colder months 
when the play elements may be less frequently used. 

Layout and location of the Play area has been designed to allow 
clear vision and oversight by parents and carers, with separation 
from more active circulation routes and the river’s edge. Designation 
and suitability of features for different age groups has been 
provided to allow multiple activities. 

Wimmera Riverfront 
Concept Plan
Stage 1 of the Horsham City to River Masterplan

Seating with back - refer 
layout for locations 
(compacted gravel) 1.2m 
setback from pathway

Upgrade and widen 
existing pathway 
to suit pedestrian/
cycle shared use

Unformed 
edges

Asphalt surface 
(in need of repair 
in places)

Setback to seating

Hardstand area 
for wheelchair

3.0m2.0-2.3m

Proposed riverside pathExisting riverside path

Legend

River Edge Connections, incorporating integrated 
art/play and seating

Natural Water Play park, shelters, historical and 
cultural interpretation

Eastgate Drive carpark, Water Sensitive Urban 
Design (WSUD)

Walking/cycling path upgrades to extent of 
Stage 1 precinct

Rowing Club upgrades, vehicle loading 
off Eastgate Drive

Proposed connection to 
Adventure Island outside 
of Stage 1 scope.

Proposed Rowing Club 
extension

Public toilet as part of 
Water Play Park

Future expansion to 
Rowing Club building 
beyond scope of Stage 1

0m 10m 20m 50m

Eastgate Drive

Rowing Club

Boat ramp

Horsham Riverside 
Caravan Park
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Angling Club

Carpark

Carpark

Area B

River Edge Connections

Precedent Imagery

Sections though River Edge Connections

Views of River Edge Connections Meeting Place

Responding to the site specific conditions of each area 
they are installed in, this series of structures presents 
an opportunity to provide a unique perspective of the 
Wimmera River. With some raised above either ground 
or water, others will cascade down to the water's edge 
offering visitors access at the water level. The River Edge 
Connections  also serve as a canvas for storytelling and 
could incorporate art and information about the River and 
its social, cultural, ecological and historical importance 
to the region. These interventions will act as a series of 
interconnected landmarks that will subtly support and 
enhance the activities along the River's edge.         

Images show some similar treatments as those proposed. 

Images show some similar treatments as those proposed. 

A community meeting place is proposed at the river 
end of Firebrace Street, providing a public gathering 
and destination space with sheltered seating areas, 
performance space, a River Edge Connection and a 
starting point to explore the Riverfront. 

A café is proposed in this location at a future date 
and a platform with services will be provided for 
this development. In the interim this site will provide 
connections for water and power and space for pop-up 
operations in the short term.

Information signage and educational material about 
the site, including indigenous cultural heritage and post-
settlement history will be integrated into the landscape 
development.

The River Edge Connections aim 
to offer a variety of experiences 
along the Wimmera River that 
support active enjoyment by a 
diverse range of users  

Wimmera Riverfront 
Concept Plan
Stage 1 of the Horsham City to River Masterplan

Legend

River Edge Connections, incorporating integrated 
art/play and seating

Tie-in works to southern end of Firebrace Street to 
new Meeting Place

Public destination, Meeting place, cafe site 

Upgraded Public toilet facilities, carpark/
access road upgrades	   

Angling Club building upgrades

Walking/cycling path upgrades to extent of 
Stage 1 precinct

New integrated seating to retaining wall

Replacement of picnic/BBQ facilities 
together with new shelters
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Future Cafe site - subject to further 
negotiation with Caravan Park 
Leaseholder

Existing Public Toilets 
to be upgraded to 
accessible standards

Area B
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Caravan Park


