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HORSHAM RURAL CITY COUNCIL HERITAGE STUDY STAGE 2 BRIEF  

 

 

1  BACKGROUND 

This Stage 2 Heritage Study is commissioned by the Horsham Rural City Council (Council). 

This Stage 2 Heritage Study follows on from the Stage 1 Heritage Study which was completed in 2012. 

2  STUDY AREA 

The study area is the Horsham Rural City Council municipal district.   

3  OBJECTIVES 

The purpose of this study is to: 

Stage 2: 

 Assess and document the places of post-contact cultural significance identified as being worthy of 
future conservation in Stage 1 of the project; 

 Enter this information into the HERMES database to be provided to the client; 
 Review and finalise the Thematic Environmental History; and 
 Make recommendations for the conservation of the municipality’s cultural heritage. 

4  METHODOLOGY 

The heritage study is to be prepared in accordance with the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter, 1999 and 
its Guidelines.  All terminology shall be consistent with the Burra Charter (see Appendix 1 for definitions of 
words that appear regularly in this brief). 

The values to be used in the identification and assessment of places are historic, scientific, aesthetic, 
social and spiritual values (as articulated in the Burra Charter).  Where a place of potential cultural 
heritage significance is identified, a coherent and coordinated assessment against the HERCON criteria is 
required (see Appendix 2 for details).  Thresholds applied in the assessment of places shall include ‘State 
Significance’ and ‘Local Significance’.  Local significance includes those places that are important to a 
particular community or locality. 

The consultant is required to use Victoria’s Framework of Historical Themes (see Appendix 3) in preparing 
the study. 

The consultant is to refer to the Guidelines for Thematic Environmental Histories in preparing the 
Thematic Environmental History (see Appendix 4). 

The consultant is to refer to Heritage Victoria’s Guidelines for Assessing Landscapes with Cultural 
Heritage Significance (see Appendix 5) when assessing cultural landscapes. 

Statements of Significance are to be prepared using the Heritage Victoria format of ‘What is Significant?’; 
‘How is it significant?’ and ‘Why is it significant?’.  Details are provided at Appendix 6.  

Opportunities are to be provided for local communities, community groups (such as historical societies) 
and interested individuals to assist with the identification of potential places of significance.  Appendix 7 
details strategies for community engagement.   

5 TASKS – STAGE 2 

The tasks shall be undertaken in the order that they appear below: 

5.1 Preparation of Project Plan  

The consultant shall complete the pro-forma Project Plan for Stage 2 for the endorsement by the 
Steering Committee.  This Project Plan will set out an agreed timetable; payment schedule with related 
milestones; suggestions as to meeting dates for the Steering Committee and completion details.  The 
consultant will seek the approval of the Steering Committee for any amendments to the milestones and 
completion dates. 

The consultant and Steering Committee shall also give consideration to opportunities for community 
involvement, particularly contact with affected property owners, and agree upon the approach. 
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