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The Arapiles Big Sky trail is located in
Natimuk, 26km to the west of Horsham
in western Victoria.

The Arapiles Big Sky Trail connects the small town of Natimuk
to Mt Arapiles which rises dramatically from the Wimmera
plains. Mt Arapiles is a world renowned rock climbing area.
There are over 2000 climbing routes and some of the climbs
are among the world’s hardest. While at Mt Arapiles there are
bush walks or other short rides that you can do. From the top
of Mt Arapiles you get magnificent views of the surrounding
areas stretching from the Little Desert National Park in the
north to the Grampians in the east.

Just a short ride away is Mitre Rock which also provides great
climbing routes and short walks and Mitre Lake which is part of
a natural chain of wetlands that stretch from Douglas in the
south to the north of Mt Arapiles. Closer to Natimuk, Natimuk
Lake is a popular recreational place where people enjoy
fishing, waterskiing and various other water based activities.

The Arapiles Trail is unique in Victoria in that it traverses
mainly broad acre farm land. In this area crops include wheat,
barley, canola (yellow flowers) and various beans, lentils and
pulses. You may also see sheep or cattle grazing in the
paddocks. Farming operations vary from season to season. In
autumn and winter many farmers are sowing crops. During this
time emerging crops may be sprayed. Spring will see the
cutting of pasture and crops for hay. People who experience
hay fever may wish to take appropriate precautions before
riding at this time.

Ploughing of strips beside fences is still common practice for
containment of fire and riders may see this happening in late
spring and early summer. Summer is harvesting time and
farmers are busy day and night. You'll see farm equipment
such as headers harvesting crops. If you see machinery
adjacent to the trail, it may be better to wait until it has moved
away before continuing.

Photo credits:

Mt Arapiles and the canola field, John Mibus

Mt Arapiles and cyclists, Donna Bridge

Mitre Lake, Swans on Natimuk Lake, Rock and Bike, Mark Radford
Ester Bollinger on ‘Undertaker’, Simon Mentz
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’ . Horsham Rural Ci
== gy oo Rurel City

! Australian Government Macoharnon | X

“ Department of Regional Australia, Smitt -
Regional Development and Local Government !

Horsham Rural City Council
(03) 5382 9777
council@hrcc.vic.gov.au
www.hrcc.vic.gov.au
www.visithorsham.com.au

This trail was built with funding from Horsham Rural City Council,
Macpherson Smith Community Alliance, the Victorian Government
and the Australian Government.
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